


2 
 

 



3 
 

Worship Focus: Ever since Satan sowed his lies in paradise, there have been weeds in fields. They bring pain, toil, 
and frustration. In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us that until the harvest, God’s people will live among unbelievers 
planted by the evil one. This is disheartening at least and can even be dangerous. But the Lord tells us to be patient 
and trust his wisdom in waiting until the harvest. For now, we live here as wheat “Growing Among Weeds”. 
Communion Preparation: Christian Questions to prepare our hearts for communion are found on pp. 295-296 in the 
hymnal. Prayers for worship and Communion are found on the inside cover of the hymnals. 

Let All Things Now Living CW 507 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord.  

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 
that, ever mindful of your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of 
living here and dwell with you in perfect joy hereafter; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

[10:30] Sacrament of Holy Baptism Jared Mark Barber 

First Reading Isaiah 44:6–11 
God's people know there is no other God besides the LORD Almighty, their Redeemer; yet the weeds of idolatry were sown among them. 

6“This is what the LORD says— 
 Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
 apart from me there is no God. 
7Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
 Let him declare and lay out before me 
what has happened since I established my ancient people, 
 and what is yet to come— 
 yes, let them foretell what will come. 
8Do not tremble, do not be afraid. 
 Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? 
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? 
 No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 
9All who make idols are nothing, 
 and the things they treasure are worthless. 
Those who would speak up for them are blind; 
 they are ignorant, to their own shame. 
10Who shapes a god and casts an idol, 
 which can profit nothing? 
11People who do that will be put to shame; 
 such craftsmen are only human beings. 
Let them all come together and take their stand; 
 they will be brought down to terror and shame. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Solo Praise the Lord Most High 
Oh, mighty God, above all things, in you alone our hearts take wing. You are our 
refuge, our fortress true, no other gods can stand with you. 
Refrain: Hallelujah, praise the Lord Most High, Adonai, exalted in the sky. You 
are the Alpha, Omega, beginning and end, our Rock, our Savior, our eternal 
friend. 
You spoke creation into being, with power and love, all things decreeing. No 
one compares to your majesty. In awe we worship, on bended knee. Refrain 
Oh, Holy One, our hearts rejoice, lifted by your never-ending voice. In you 
alone, our souls find rest. By your grace, we are blessed. Refrain 
In times of trouble, you are near. In every storm, you calm our fear. Your love 
sustains us, day by day. In your embrace, we find our way. Refrain 

Second Reading Romans 1:18–25 
The wicked weeds among us suppress the truth of the natural knowledge of God and become fools given over to sin. 

 18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness 
and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since 
what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain 
to them. 20For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 
 21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. 22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal 
human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 
 24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25They exchanged 
the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather 
than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Matthew 13:24–30,36–43 
The devil sows weeds among the Lord's people; at the harvest they will be separated and we will be saved. 

 24Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man 
who sowed good seed in his field. 25But while everyone was sleeping, his 
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enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26When the 
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
 27“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed 
in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
 28“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
  “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
 29“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may 
uproot the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest. At that 
time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to 
be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
 36Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him 
and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
 37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The 
field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the people of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
 40“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end 
of the age. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of 
his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw 
them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Come, You Thankful People, Come CW 491 
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Sermon Romans 1 
You Know Where God Stands 

He reveals his wrath * He makes his presence known * He gives them over  

Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Special Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT 
Preface CW 183 
The Lord be with you.

 
Life up your hearts. 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. 
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Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 
Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 
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Be seated 

Distribution 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: St. Paul’s invites up to Communion instructed and confirmed members of this congregation 
and the Wisconsin Synod (WELS). If you are visiting us and are not a member of either, we would love to have you join us - just after 
we have established a shared faith in Jesus with you on the basis of God’s Word. Please speak with one of our pastors after the 
service so we can make this happen. 
Your Body, Given for Me, O Savior CW 671 
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Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have 
given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished 
our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy 
people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding 
supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
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Abide, O Dearest Jesus CW 924 sts. 1, 4–6 
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If you are visiting us today or would like to update your information, please 
scan the  QR code to fill out our form. 

SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE: 
PASTOR: Rev. Aaron Mueller 
PIANIST: Sarah Mueller 
ALTAR GUILD: Sandra Weber, Karen Beining, Debbie Van Alstine. 
USHERS: 8:00a.m.- Ed Strauss, Clark Kleinhans, Richard Stoelb, Keith Leistekow. 
10:30a.m. - Tad Goedeke, Eric Eickhoff, Sam Eickhoff, Zach Marten. 6:30 p.m. – Will Belitz. 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 8:00 a.m. Tim Klapperich, Eric Eickhoff 10:30 a.m. Eric Vant Hul, Eric Specht.  
Online giving options available 
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a generous portion of all we 
have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the designated boxes in the narthex 
today. They may also be mailed in, dropped off in the office, or given online.  
OFFERINGS 7/16 & 7/17  - $19,300 (NEEDED EACH WEEK $19,200). $13,300 GROWING FORWARD. 
$100 FAITH FOR THE FUTURE.  
ATTENDANCE: 7/16 & 7/17 : 8:00 A.M. – 171. 10:30 A.M. – 131. 6:00 P.M.  – 30. 

In our prayers this week… 
1. Jared Barber, born to Garrett and Amber Barber this week. 
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This Week at a Glance:  

Date Service, Bible Study, and Class Times 

Sunday, July 23 
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 

9:15 a.m. Summer Family Bible Study 

Monday, July 24 
4:30 p.m. Trustees 

6:00 p.m. Monday Night Worship 

Tuesday, July 25 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Office Open 

Wednesday, July 26 

9:30 a.m. M.M. Park Playdate  
Hika Bay Beach, Cleveland 

6:30 p.m. Elders 

Thursday, July 27 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Office Open 

Friday, July 28 Timber Rattlers Game 
Depart St. Paul’s Parking Lot @ 5:00 

Sunday, July 30 
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 

9:15 a.m. Summer Family Bible Study 

Grow with Christ 
Bible Studies, Worship, and more! 

1. Family Bible Study - We gear summer Sunday morning studies for everyone 
from adults down to children in about 3rd grade. There is child care available 
for younger children while parents and older children are in Bible study. 
Today, we continue our life of David study focusing on 2 Samuel 13-19. Some 
of the topics discussed will be: The Cost of Disobedience, The Burden of a 
Parent’s Love, Restoring Broken Trust, and others. Bible study will take place 
in the sanctuary. 

2. Interested in our Bible Information Class? If you or someone you know 
would like to research our teachings and whether to partner in membership 
with us, please reach out to the pastors or staff minister. 
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In Other News 
1. St. Paul’s Timber Rattlers Game: The tickets are SOLD OUT. If you weren’t 

able to get a ticket, we hope you can join us for future games/events! 
Schedule: 
5:00: meet at St. Paul’s and head to the game together on bus 
6:40: game 
Post-game: fireworks at the ballpark, kids can run the bases, return to St. 
Paul’s  

Feel free to bring beverages for the bus ride (adult or otherwise), but no glass 
containers allowed. 

Contact Luther Curia with any questions. 920.287.8575; 
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org  

2. Worship Greeters We are seeking members willing to smile and welcome 
people before worship services. This is a great opportunity to get to know 
more of our growing congregation. If interested in more details, please see the 
sign-up sheet in the member room or speak with Katie Schuenemann. 

3. Save the Dates! The building expansion is scheduled for completion on 
August 4. With that date we have planned a dedication date for the facility in 
our services on August 13. We will also install our new teachers [Deb 
Doletzky, Emily Panzer, and Michael & MeLissa Wieting] that day. Martin 
Luther College President Rev. Rich Gurgel will serve as our preacher. 

4. Installation Dinner: We are beyond blessed to welcome four 
new faculty members to our St. Paul’s Ministry team! They will 
be Installed during the late service August 13, with a meal to 
follow. Please use this online signup (QR code) to help 
coordinate how much food to prepare. You can also sign up to bring a side 
and/or dessert. Not into online signups? There’s a printed form in the 
member room. Please sign up by Monday, August 7. 

5. Move-in Party: Once the new construction is completed, we will need to 
clean the new rooms and move furniture and other items in from the 
commons and the older classrooms. Saturday, August 5, is tentatively set as 
the day for this to happen. Please consider putting this day on your calendar 
to come and help, and watch for more information over the next couple 
weeks. 

6. UPDATE: We are also planning an Open House in September. The Building 
Committee and Church Council decided to move it to make sure we have 
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ample time for all equipment to arrive and be installed and all finishing 
touches to be completed. 

a. The Dedication/Installation day will have no Bible study. There will be 
refreshments and food served from the Cafe in the Harvest Room. Feel free 
to walk down and walk/wander through the addition. We will have people 
placed in various rooms for questions or an explanation of the area and its 
use.  
b. The Open House event is intended for our neighbors, community, and 
area WELS churches. We are planning on September 17 from 3:00 - 5:00 
pm. There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony and guided tours.  

7. Pastor Norv Kock has accepted our congregation’s call to be our principal 
relief teacher this upcoming school year. He has served in WELS school 
ministry for 40 years. We thank him for his willingness and ask the Lord’s 
blessings on the preparations of all our staff. 

8. Installation/Dedication Festival Choir: We are planning on having a choir 
sing during the Installation/Dedication service 8/13. We’re hoping that many 
of you will be able to add your voices to an anthem for this service. (High 
school aged children are welcome to join as well!) It's entitled "Train Up a 
Child". We've sung the anthem in the past, and it's fairly simple. The message 
fits both the Installation and Dedication themes. Printed copies of the music 
can be found in the workroom this coming Sunday. Here's also a link to a 
recording: https://rb.gy/lopz3. More info to come regarding practice times. 
Let Luther Curia know if you’re interested, and feel free to ask any questions: 
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org.  

9. Summer Office Hours - The office will be open on Tuesdays, 11am - 3pm, 
and Thursdays, 9:30am - 2pm for the summer. If you have any questions 
outside of office hours, please email Erin Radue at 
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org. 

10. Worship Service Ushers: Thank you to those who regularly volunteer to 
serve as ushers for our worship services. As we prepare the usher schedule 
for July and beyond, please consider serving for at least one month each 
year. A request for additional July ushers will soon be sent via the Church 
Community Builder (CCB). Please sign up via a response to this request or by 
placing your name next to a vacant position on the "Usher List" in the 
Member Room. Please contact Will Belitz (920-693-8837 or Cellular 920-
946-6617) as questions arise. Thank you for serving your congregation. 
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11. Gym/Commons Waxing and Carpet Cleaning is set for the week of July 
24th-July 28th. During this time, you MUST stay off of the freshly waxed 
floors. Signs will be posted as reminders. Thank you for your cooperation. 

12. Care Committee for Called Workers (CCCW) put out boxes in the narthex 
to help our four new teaching staff members. One box is for Scrip cards, gift 
cards, or money. The other box is for pantry type items: paper towels, 
cleaning supplies, canned foods, etc… If you have any questions, please 
contact Steve Schueler, 920-693-8666. 

13. Church Photo Directory:  Please watch your emails for upcoming 
opportunities to have your Family’s photo taken on one of the following 
dates: 

August 
Sunday, Aug. 20th Noon – 4:00 pm 
Wed., Aug. 23rd  6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Thurs., Aug. 24th 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

We encourage all members to participate in this important congregational 
effort.  Please sign up through the Church Needs Request (or call the Church 
Office at 920-565-3780) at your earliest convenience.  Photo sessions will 
take approximately 15-20 minutes. Photos will not be for sale. They will only 
be used for Church Photo Directory purposes.  

 


