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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
We want to extend a warm welcome to everyone
attending this worship service! Especially to you who are
guests and visitors, WELCOME!
We at St. Paul’s Lutheran share a common belief in Jesus
as our Savior from sin and as the Lord of our lives. Our faith
is based on God’s Word, revealed in the Bible. We want to
share God’s Word with as many people as possible because
we know that Jesus lived, died and rose from death to save
us and all people. We’re happy to have the opportunity to
share the saving truths of the Bible with you!

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org

920.287.8575 (cell)

Worship during these times: All pews in the sanctuary are
open for seating. Face coverings are optional -- up to the
ERIN RADUE, SECRETARY
individual. Bibles and hymnals are in the racks for use as
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
desired. Hand sanitizer is available in the narthex. All
920.565.3780 (church)
responses and songs are printed in your bulletin, which may
920.901.6167 (cell)
be taken with you or discarded after worship. Offerings may
be placed in the designated boxes in the narthex.
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL
Communion is offered in worship each month on the 2nd
LUTHERAN CHURCH
and 4th weekends. Members who are not yet comfortable
441 Millersville Ave.
returning to worship during the pandemic may schedule a
Howards Grove, WI 53083
communion appointment with a pastor.
920.565.3780
DVDs: DVDs of our worship services can be made per
www.stpaulshowardsgrove.org
request. Please contact the office to make arrangements. In
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a order to ensure cleanliness, you do not need to return a DVD.
Congregation in the Wisconsin Please consider a small monetary donation ($2) to cover the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. cost of the DVD if you request one.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (The WELS) and was founded in
1862. We have our Lutheran elementary school (pre K-grade 8)
on site and are part of a federation of churches to support our
own high school, Manitowoc Lutheran High School.
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THE COMMON SERVICE
Today’s Worship Focus: What would it be like to meet God? We know he is almighty and
holy. He loathes sin. No wonder that when God appears to his Old Testament people, their first
response is typically terror. But when Jesus Christ came into our world, he hid his glory and
power. He humbled himself so that sinners would be drawn to him rather than driven away in
fear.

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ☩ and of the Holy Spirit.

We dedicate our new hymnals today to the glory of our Lord. A hymnal contains the forms
which bring to us God’s precious means of grace: the Gospel in Word and Sacraments. A
hymnal contains many of the songs and prayers we use together to ask God’s grace and respond
to it. A hymnal helps shape the bond of faith not only within a congregation but also among
congregations united in a synod. A hymnal expresses the bond we share with saints of past
centuries and brings us new songs for our time and for the future. So today it is our special joy
to dedicate our new worship book to the glory of our Lord.

RITE OF DEDICATION
M: We gather today to dedicate our new hymnals.
C: We give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
M: Gracious Father, we know you desire to be with us. You delight in
hearing the prayers and praise of your people.
C: Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of being your people, for the
blessing of worship, for the comfort and strength you give in this
place, for the praise and joy you prompt in our hearts.
M: We thank you for your many gifts: for language, for music, and for the
liturgy as a setting for your marvelous grace in Baptism, in Holy
Communion, and in the proclamation of your Word.
C: Bless us as we use this book.
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M: Lord, you gifted the many people who helped prepare this book. Their
service to you and to us is a rich blessing. For those who have labored
diligently in developing this worship book,
C: We thank you, O Lord.
M: For those who use their time and ability to assist our worship – for those
who lead us in worship, for singers and all other musicians, for those
who prepare your house each week, for talent with flowers, banners, and
all other arts,
C: We thank you, O Lord.
M: Lord, we confess that we have not put our hearts and minds into
worship as you desire. Forgive our sins of approaching you too casually,
carelessly, infrequently, or without concentration on your presence in
worship.
C: Send your Holy Spirit so that the words and music of this hymnal
become the sincere prayers and praise of our hearts.
M: Bless our use of old songs and forms, that we more deeply recognize our
connection with your people of all times and the value of their
contribution to our worship.
C: Bless our use of new liturgies and songs, that we see anew the wonder
of your ways and the privilege we have to praise you.
M: Bless us as we receive your priceless gifts and express our faith to you
and to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.
C: Bless our sincere participation in worship.
M: May others who do not yet know you learn something of your love and
power through all we do here.
C: Move us to commit ourselves – heart and mind – to this vital part of
our lives called worship.
M: To your glory, O Lord, and for the edification of your holy people we
dedicate these hymnals, in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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OPENING HYMN

Prepare the Royal Highway | 302

Please stand.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that
I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me,
a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come that by your
protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and
be saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated.
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THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The LORD promised to send a branch from David's line: the LORD our Righteous Savior.
14

“‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD ‘when I will fulfill the good
promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah.
15

“‘In those days and at that time
I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;
he will do what is just and right in the land.
In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety.
This is the name by which it will be called:
The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’

16

SECOND LESSON

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
The Lord keeps us blameless and holy for his return
by coming near to us in humble Word and Sacrament.

9

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have
in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your
faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the
way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and
overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13
May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the
presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his
holy ones.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Zechariah 9:9

M: Alleluia. See, your King comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly
and riding on a donkey. Alleluia.
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Please stand.

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 19.

GOSPEL

Luke 19:28-40
Jesus rode humbly into Jerusalem to save us all.

28

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29
As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village
ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no
one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why
are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’”
32
Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them.
33
As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you
untying the colt?”
34
They replied, “The Lord needs it.”
35
They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on
36
it. As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
37
When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of
Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud
voices for all the miracles they had seen:
38
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
39
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your
disciples!”
40
“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Savior of the Nations, Come | 301

SERMON

1 Thessalonians 3

Incredible to See
How far you’ve come * How there’s room to grow * How far you can go

Our offerings of thanks to the Lord will be brought forward during the following song.

ADULT CONFIRMATION [8:00AM]
AND NEW MEMBER INDUCTION

Garrett & Amber Barber

Please stand.
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SPECIAL PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying: “Take and eat. This is my ☩ body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it all of you; this is my ☩ blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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Be seated.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: St. Paul’s invites up to Communion instructed
and confirmed members of this congregation and the Wisconsin Synod (WELS). If you are
visiting us and are not a member of either, we would love to have you join us - just after we
have established a shared faith in Jesus with you on the basis of God’s Word. Please speak with
one of our pastors after the service so we can make this happen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates | 306

Please stand.

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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THE BENEDICTION
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | 313

Be seated.
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SPECIAL MUSIC COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
THE COMMON SERVICE:
Contributors: Northwestern Publishing House & Jame E. Engel, © 1993 Northwestern Publishing
House. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722076. All rights reserved.

SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE
PASTOR: Rev. Aaron Mueller
ORGANIST: Marilyn Toepel
ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Nack, Lisa Specht, Rachel Rehbein, Maryann Hahn, Christina Sprenger.
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Jeremy Pieper, Jon/Josh Pieper, Jason Pieper, Paul Holzwart, Steve
Sprenger. 10:30 a.m. Eric Vant Hul, Jeremy Rasmussen, Loren Reinemann, Derek Grunwald.
Monday 6:30 p.m. - Kevin Hoppe.
Online giving options available
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a
generous portion of all we have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may
be placed in one of the designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed
in, dropped off in the office, or given online.

OFFERING: 11/21 & 11/22: $12,196 (WEEKLY BUDGET GOAL: $16,300).
ADDITIONAL $8,843 WAS RECEIVED FOR GROWING FORWARD.
$250 FOR FAITH FOR THE FUTURE FUND.

15

