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Today’s Worship Focus: We don’t like to wait. Whether it’s shipping delays or the people with 
overflowing shopping carts ahead of us in line at the store, we get impatient. And all the more when there is 
difficulty and discomfort in the meantime. John the Baptist needed to hear it. Job and the prophets needed to 
hear it. So do we: “Be Patient! The Lord is Coming.” 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You CW 324 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. composite; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt.Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Confession 
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

O Jesus, Lamb of God CW93 27 
Soloist: O Jesus, Lamb of God, you are 
 my comfort and my guiding star; 
I come, a sinner, trustingly 
 and bring my many sins with me. 
O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your 
wrath. My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear. I 
am bowed down and brought very low; I groan in anguish of heart. I 
confess my iniquity; I am troubled by my sin. O Lord, do not forsake me; 
be not far from me. Come quickly to help me, O Lord my Savior.  (selected 
verses from Psalm 38) 
 
Soloist: O Lord, my sin indeed is great; 
 I groan beneath the dreadful weight. 
Be merciful to me I pray; 
 take guilt and punishment away. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Soloist: Saint John the Baptist points to you 
 and bids me cast my sin on you, 
for you have left your throne on high 
 to suffer for the world and die. 

Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have 
been saved. In Jesus you have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace. (Ephesians 
2:4-5 & 1:7) 
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We have been brought from death to life. Sin shall not be our master, 
because we are not under law, but under grace. (Romans 6:13-14) 

ALL: Help me to change my ways, O Lord, 
 and gladly to obey your Word. 
While here I live, abide with me, 
 then take me home eternally. 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good 
news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and 
fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

New Member Induction [10:30] Marc Winter, Cameron & Lynn Litt 

First Reading Job 1:6–22 
Job endured hardship patiently, praising the LORD in faith. 

 6One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came with them. 7The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come 
from?” 
 Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming throughout the earth, going 
back and forth on it.” 
 8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? 
There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who 
fears God and shuns evil.” 
 9“Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10“Have you not put a 
hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have 
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blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread 
throughout the land. 11But now stretch out your hand and strike everything 
he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 
 12The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your 
power, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” 
 Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 
 13One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking 
wine at the oldest brother’s house, 14a messenger came to Job and said, “The 
oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15and the Sabeans 
attacked and made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I 
am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
 16While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire 
of God fell from the heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and 
I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
 17While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The 
Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels 
and made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the 
only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
 18While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, 
“Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest 
brother’s house, 19when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert 
and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are 
dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
 20At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to 
the ground in worship 21and said: 
 “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The 
LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be 
praised.” 
 22In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading James 5:7–11 
Be patient and stand firm without grumbling, because the Lord's coming is near. 

 7Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how 
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 
the autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because 
the Lord’s coming is near. 9Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and 
sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
 10Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we 
count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s 
perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord 
is full of compassion and mercy. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

When All the World Was Cursed CW 317 st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt.; Johann G. Olearius, 1635–1711, abr. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076 
Tune: Public domain 
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Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 
John waited patiently in prison knowing that the Messiah had come with healing and good news. 

 2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he 
sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should 
we expect someone else?” 
 4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 
6Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” 
 7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd 
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in 
fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9Then 
what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written: 

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327 sts. 1, Ref, 2–4 
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent., alt Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Matthew 11 
Great Expectations 

Fulfilled in the Christ – Found in the Kingdom 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
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    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT 
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Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 
and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 
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Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076 

Be seated 

Distribution 
St. Paul’s follows the Biblical and historic Christian practice of close communion. It means those trained in God’s Word 
and who confess their unity of faith here by their membership may commune. For our dear guests we would love to have 
you join us at the sacrament after studying God’s Word and joining here as a member. The pastors would further love to 
speak with anyone about this if desired. 

As Angels Joyed with One Accord CW 320 

 

 

 
5 He comes in water to the child 

and cleanses it, from birth defiled. 
This washing seals his pard’ning grace 
and shows the Father’s kindly face. 
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6 He comes to us in bread and wine 
to give himself and gifts divine. 
O praise him for this sacrament, 
redeeming love’s great testament! 

7 Lift up your heads! All grief and pain 
shall vanish when he comes again. 
Where we shall see him face to face, 
there joy alone shall have a place. 

Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905–1996, abr., alt. Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621Text: © 1993 Werner H. Franzmann, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 722076 Tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 
have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 
nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to 
live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 
guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

Be seated 
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Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt. Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 
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worldwide  Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder 
© 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

If you are visiting today or would like to update your information, please scan the QR code on the 
right, with your phone, and fill out the online form.         

 
SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE: 
PASTOR: Rev. Adam Bode 
ORGANIST: Susan Phelps 
SOLOIST: Alycia Cameron 
ALTAR GUILD: Marilyn Eirich, Sandy Bolz, Stefani Leverenz, Jenny Walleser. 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 8:00 – DAVE WEHRMANN & STEVE SCHUELER; 10:30 – TODD MARTEN, ERIC 

VANT HUL 
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Eric Specht, Doug Mattek, Payton Specht, Mike Austreng. 

10:30 a.m. Chad Hayner, Mike Heilman, Tom Ehrenberg. 6:00 p.m. – Dexter Porter 
Online giving options available 
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a generous portion of all we have received from 

him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in, 
dropped off in the office, or given online.  
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OFFERINGS: 12/4 & 12/5 -  $17,090 (NEEDED EACH WEEK $16,700). $565 GROWING FORWARD. $600 

FAITH FOR THE FUTURE. $20 GALEN FRYSINGER MEMORIAL.  
ATTENDANCE 12/4 & 12/5  8:00 A.M. – 190. 10:30 A.M. – 86. 6:30 P.M.  – 24.  
 
PRAYERS 

1. Jan Radue having back surgery December 12. 
2. Deb Doletzky, deliberating our call to teach 2nd grade starting next year. 
3. Katie Coudron, deliberating our call to teach 3K starting next year. 
4. Thanksgiving for Greg Johnson’s great scan results at the conclusion of 

his chemo treatments. 
5. Carl Toepel, who was hospitalized with heart-related concerns. 

 

This Week at a Glance:  

Date Service, Bible Study, and Class Times 

Sunday, December 11 

Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.  

9:15 Family Bible Hour 

9:15 Christmas Service Practice in Church 

3:00 p.m. MLHS Jr. Lancer Band & Choir 
Concert 

Monday, December 12 
6:00 p.m. Monday Night Worship 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

Wednesday, December 14 

8:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. Mindful Moms - Music and 
Movement 

4:15 p.m. Public School Catechism 

6:30 p.m. Evangelism 
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Friday, December 16 No School Office Closed 

Saturday, December 17 
9:00 a.m. Christmas Service  

Practice in the Gym 

Sunday, December 18 

Christmas at St. Paul’s 
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. in the Gym 
9:15-10:15 NO Bible Class or Sunday School* 
*Christmas Service participants will stay for 

snacks/activities between services. 
The doors to the gym will be opened 30 minutes 
before each service begins. There are no reserved 

seats, except for service volunteers. 

1. Sunday Bible Study: We have gathered several individual topics for 
study. This Sunday we combine both the last two topics and study Saul 
and the witch at Endor and finish studying Baptism.  [Also feel free to 
submit ideas for study to any of the church staff.] 

2. 3K Teacher Call - On December 6, the voters met and extended a divine 
call for the 3K teaching position. We called Mrs. Katie Coudron from St. 
John's Lutheran School in Milwaukee. She is married to Cody (no 
occupation listed for him) and has children ages 15, 14, and 8. Mrs. 
Coudron is currently teaching at the Kindergarten level and handling 
Athletic Director duties. Her email is: katie.coudron@stjohnsmilw.org. 
Please keep her in your prayers. 

3. 2nd Grade Teacher Call - Our voters met during the Bible study hour 
on November 20 and extended a call to Miss Deborah Doletzky for the 
2nd grade teaching position. She has about 30 years of teaching 
experience and currently serves Grace Lutheran School in St. Joseph, 
Michigan. Feel free to reach out to her and offer encouragement by 
email at: debdole21@gmail.com. 

4. Advent Devotions - Martin Luther College (MLC) has been producing 
devotions for Advent each year. If you would like to use them for your 
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personal or family devotions this month, they can be accessed at mlc-
wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions 

5. Called Worker Gift Box - If you would like to remember our Called 
Workers with a monetary gift for Christmas, a box is located in the 
narthex for you to do so. This box will remain out for the month of 
December.  

6. Shut-in Gifts: We would like to provide each of our shut-ins with a 
small Christmas gift from our St. Paul’s family. If you'd like to make a 
donation to help defray the costs for these items, please drop it in the 
office or put it in an envelope in member mailbox B1. Contact Luther 
Curia with any questions: 920.287.8575; 
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org.  

7. Christmas Service Practices/Notes: Christmas at St. Paul’s is fast 
approaching! Here's a link to an online Google Drive folder where you 
can find the recitations/narrations as well as links to the service songs: 
https://tinyurl.com/48yfbrzh  

Here's a link to the event on Facebook. Share away, and invite friends 
and family to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus! 
https://tinyurl.com/ftv9p2k9  

Important Dates/Times:Sunday, December 11 - practice from 9:15-10:15 
a.m. (only child participants in church) 

 Saturday, December 17 - practice from 9:00-10:30 a.m. (all 
participants in gym) 

 Sunday, December 18 
o 1st-8th grade service @ 8:00 a.m. 
o 1st-8th grade arrive by 7:40 and go into Sunday School classrooms 
o PK-8th grade service @ 10:30 a.m. 
o PK & K arrive by 10:10 and go into Sunday School classroom 
o 1st-8th grade will stay between services for snacks and activities 
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8. Christmas at St. Paul’s Reserved Seating: The doors to the gym will 
be opened 30 minutes before each service begins. There are no reserved 
seats, except for service volunteers. 

9. TOUR the Building Project! On Dec. 17 and 18 we will run several 
tours for 15-20 minutes for you to see the progress and ask any questions. 
Quasius will be on hand as well and make these as safe as possible. [Please 
understand these tours are still weather permitting.] The times each day 
are 9:15am and 9:45am. Please register by signing up in the mailbox room 
or with the secretary.  

10. Capital Campaign Update: As the final building costs become more 
clear, we could have a potential mortgage around $3.1M which is about 
$500,000 higher than originally planned.  There are still on-going activities 
to reduce the mortgage, but any additional gifts or pledges will help offset 
the amount of the mortgage. A generous donor at St. Paul’s will match $.50 
on the dollar up to $65,000. If pledges and gifts are given (above and 
beyond already pledged amounts) up to $130,000, we will maximize this 
gift! (Each dollar gifted then is worth $1.50.) 

Additionally, Kohler accepted our grant request and is gifting all the 
fixtures, faucets, sinks, toilets, etc. for the project! The list is over 100 
products! We thank God for these things and marvel at how he 
provides. 

11. Celtic Christmas Concert: Join us Tuesday, December 20 at 7:00 for a 
night of music with The Lutheran Ceili Orchestra! Christmas tunes, many 
of them hundreds of years old, will be played on traditional Irish 
instruments: guitars, fiddles, drums, harp, cello, tin whistles, uilleann 
pipes, bagpipes, vocals, and more. The atmosphere of the concert is very 
casual and follows the ceili format: “an intimate social event at which there 
is Irish folk music, singing, and storytelling”. No two concerts of The 
Lutheran Ceili Orchestra are the same, as the musicians have lyrics and/or 
melody lines for each tune and then improvise countermelodies and 
harmonies. Feel free to come when you can and stay as late as you wish. 
Free and Open to the Public! 
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12. Christmas Eve Worship: There are three services on Christmas Eve. 
The 2:00 & 4:00 services, held in the gym, will be candlelight services, 
involving several musicians. The 6:30 service will be a simple lessons & 
carols service in the church, accompanied by piano. 

13. Christmas Eve Cleanup: We are looking for several volunteers to 
help cleanup after the 4:00 Christmas Eve service (candles, vacuuming, 
decorations , etc.). Thank you for considering if you may help! If you have 
any questions, please contact Luther Curia: 920.287.8575; 
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org. 

14. St. Paul’s Lutheran Pioneers will be selling Christmas Cards again. 
They are available in the narthex. Cards are sold per box and the cost is on 
each box. Please put money in the basket provided. We also have a variety 
of greeting cards available in the church library. The cost for the cards in the 
library is $1.00. 

15. Living Nativity Wrap-up - THANK YOU, to everyone who 
volunteered for our 20th year of Living Nativity. We could not have done it 
without the help of all of the cast and crew. We shared the news of Jesus' 
birth with 1,824 people this year! God is great! 

16. Living Nativity Notepads can be found in the member room. Please 
help yourself.  

17. Living Nativity Cookie Bakers please make sure to collect your 
containers by Sunday, December 18th.  

18. Poinsettias for Christmas: A CCB request went out on Wednesday to 
sign-up for a poinsettia for Christmas. There is also a printed sign-up sheet 
in the member room. Please only sign up in ONE of these places. The cost 
is $11.00 and exact cash or a check can be made out to St. Paul’s. There is a 
designated drawer in the member room marked POINSETTIA PAYMENT. 
Please place your payment in an envelope and then into the marked drawer 
by December 11th. Poinsettias can be picked up after the Christmas Day 
service. There is also a sign-up sheet in the member room if you do not have 
access to a computer.  
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19. Building Project Update - This past week saw the first movement 
upwards as firewall cinder block was set! 

20. Worship Greeters We are seeking members willing to smile and 
welcome people before worship services. This is a great opportunity to get 
to know more of our growing congregation. If interested in more details, 
please see the sign-up sheet in the member room or speak with Katie 
Schuenemann. 

21. Operation Shoebox - Sheila Edler would like to thank everyone who 
donated to this cause. She mailed out the 20th package this past week.  

22. Scrip gift cards make the perfect gift to give or use yourself for your 
Christmas shopping (and all year long).  

We currently have the following cards on-hand:  
Festival Foods $50 
Meijer $50 
Pick ‘N Save $100 
Piggly Wiggly $25, $50, $100 
Culver’s $10 
Kwik Trip $25, $50, $100 
Walmart $25, $100 

Gift cards can also be ordered for many retailers nationwide in various 
denominations. To ensure delivery before Christmas, orders must be in 
by December 18th, 2022. You can purchase your scrip cards in the school 
office or at the scrip table in the narthex. 


