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O Come, All Ye Faithful CW 354 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–1880, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 Tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Invocation and Responses 
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things;  
his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  
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The Lord has made his salvation known  
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.  

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel;  
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with 
music;  
make music to the Lord—shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 

Confession and Absolution 
Dear Christian friends, let us come into God’s presence in humility, 
confessing our sins and confident in our Savior: 
Heavenly Father, we were born in the disgrace of our parents, 
Adam and Eve. Though we followed in their shame, we have 
tried to hide from you and blame others. Our sin brought ugly 
death to this world and eternal condemnation to our future. 
Today, we lay all our guilt before you. Lord, have mercy on us! 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 
his only begotten Son, born of a woman, born under law for us. We 
have seen his glory from the Father. He bore the shame of our sin 
on the cross and brought the assurance of life to us by his 
resurrection from the dead. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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Now Sing We, Now Rejoice CW 363 sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
Prayer 
Let us pray: Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in 
the flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of 
sin; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all nations. 

7How beautiful on the mountains 
 are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, 
 who bring good tidings, 
 who proclaim salvation, 
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who say to Zion, 
 “Your God reigns!” 
8Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 
 together they shout for joy. 
When the LORD returns to Zion, 
 they will see it with their own eyes. 
9Burst into songs of joy together, 
 you ruins of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD will lay bare his holy arm 
 in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth will see 
 the salvation of our God.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem Sing We the Song of Emmanuel 
Sung by St. Paul’s Adult Choir 
Sing we the song of Emmanuel; this, the Christ, who was long 
foretold. Lo, in the shadows of Bethlehem, Promise of Dawn, now 
our eyes behold. God, Most High, in a manger laid. Lift your voices 
and now proclaim. “Great and glorious, Love has come to us.” Join 
now with the hosts of heaven. 

Soloist (Ann Marohn): Come we to welcome Emmanuel; King who 
came with no crown or throne. Helpless, he lay, the Invincible. 
Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son. Oh, what wisdom to save us all. 
Shepherds, sages, before him fall. Grace and majesty, what 
humility. Come on bended knee, adore him. 
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Go spread the news of Emmanuel. Joy and peace for the weary 
heart. Lift up your heads, for your King has come. Sing, for the 
Light overwhelms the dark. Glory shining for all to see. Hope alive, 
let the gospel ring. God has made a way. He will have the praise. 
Tell the world his name is Jesus. 
Gloria! 

Stand 

Gospel John 1:1–14 
The Word became flesh and we have seen his glory from the Father. 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only 
as a witness to the light. 
 9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world. 10He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. 
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 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten CW 358 sts. 1–3 
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Sermon Text Hebrews 1:1–9 
God has spoken to us by his Son, the radiance of his glory. 

 1In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4So 
he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has 
inherited is superior to theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son; 
 today I have become your Father”? 

Or again, 
“I will be his Father, 
 and he will be my Son”? 

6And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7In speaking of the angels he says, 
“He makes his angels spirits, 
 and his servants flames of fire.” 

8But about the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 
 a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
 therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 
 by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 
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Sermon 
It doesn’t get any better than Christmas! 

God’s Son came to proclaim – God’s Son came to purify 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
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        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for 
sending your one and only Son to share our humanity, carry our 
guilt, and become for us the perfect Lamb who takes away the sin 
of the world. 
Lord, we praise you.   

Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your 
Word and sacraments and by your Holy Spirit give us strength to 
overcome Satan’s power and empty promises. Help us to withstand 
the temptations the world and our sinful nature put on our path.  
Give us faith and courage.  

Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on 
this day are proclaiming that a Savior has been born. We especially 
commend to your care the missionaries we have called as members 
of the Wisconsin Synod. Since they cannot enjoy the fellowship of 
their extended families this Christmas, grant to them the inner joy 
that comes with service in your kingdom. 
Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place.  
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We pray for our city and countryside, for our neighborhoods and 
subdivisions, and for all who live and work and find delight here. 
Give to the leaders of government wisdom to make and uphold 
laws that promote the good of society. Grant our nation peace, 
health, and prosperity that we may have the opportunity and 
resources to spread the good news to all people. 
Govern and prosper your people.  

Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, 
especially those who are less fortunate than we. Bring your healing 
to those who are sick or diseased in body or mind and comfort 
those who are mourning the death of someone they love. We 
especially pray for brothers and sisters who are setting aside their 
celebration today to care for the sick and stand at the side of the 
dying. 
Sustain those who endure the troubles of life.  

Be a source of strength to all your people and fill them with your 
power and peace. If any are among us today who have lost the true 
meaning of this festival, let them rediscover the joy that comes from 
Christ alone. 
Let your peace reign in the hearts of all.  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.   

Silent prayer  

As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we 
pray for all people, those known and those unknown to us. 
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Be seated 

Distribution 

Peace Came to Earth CW 330 

 

 

 

 
Stand 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness 
you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that 
through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule 
our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 
you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

Be seated 
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Go, Tell It on the Mountain CW 361 
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