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Valentine's Day, a day dedicated to celebrating love, often highlights the contrast 
between human love and divine love. While Valentine's Day is a beautiful 
opportunity to express affection and appreciation for our loved ones, it also serves as 
a reminder of the fickle nature of human love. Relationships can be marked by highs 
and lows, influenced by emotions and the circumstances of life. In contrast, God's 
love is steadfast and unwavering. It is not contingent on our actions or emotions but 
is rooted in his unchanging nature.  

In the book of Revelation, chapter 2, verses 4-5, lies a poignant message that transcends time and 
speaks directly to the human heart: "Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you 
had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do 
not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place." 

These verses, penned by the apostle John under divine inspiration, were addressed to the church 
in Ephesus, but their significance extends far beyond a single congregation. They serve as a 
reminder to all believers, throughout the ages, to remember their first love—a fervent, 
unwavering love for their Creator. 

In a world filled with distractions, responsibilities, and trials, it's easy to lose sight of our passion 
for God and his salvation plan. The cares of life can gradually erode our spiritual fervor, leaving us 
with a sense of spiritual apathy or complacency. We may still go through the motions of religious 
duties, attending church services, and engaging in various ministries, but our hearts may have 
drifted away from the intimate relationship we once enjoyed with God. 

But why is it so crucial to remember our first love? Why does God place such emphasis on this 
aspect of our spiritual journey? The answer lies in the nature of our relationship with him. 

Our relationship with God is not meant to be a mere transactional exchange, where we fulfill 
religious obligations in exchange for blessings or divine favor. It is intended to be a deeply intimate 
and personal connection, characterized by love, trust, and unity. And just like any relationship, it 
requires nurturing, attention, and genuine affection to flourish. 

When we first come to faith, we are often filled with a sense of awe and wonder at the grace and 
mercy of God. We are overwhelmed by his love for us, and our hearts overflow with gratitude and 
adoration. In those moments, our love for God is pure, unblemished by doubt or skepticism, and we 
eagerly seek to know him more deeply. 

But over time, the busyness of life can chip away at that fervent love. We become preoccupied 
with our own concerns, our focus shifting from God to ourselves. Our prayers become rote and 
mechanical, our worship routine and disconnected from our hearts. The fire that once burned 
brightly in our hearts begins to flicker and fade. 
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Yet, the call to remember our first love is not just a condemnation. It’s also an invitation—to return 
to the source of our joy and fulfillment, to rekindle the flame of passion that once burned within 
us. It is an opportunity to realign our priorities, to refocus our gaze on the One who loved us first 
and loves us still. 

So how do we remember our first love? The passage in Revelation offers a simple yet profound 
prescription: "Repent and do the things you did at first." 

First, we must repent. We must acknowledge any areas of sin or rebellion that have caused us to 
stray from God's love. We must humbly confess our shortcomings and ask for his forgiveness, 
confident that he is “faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

Second, we must return to the “things we did at first”. We must recommit ourselves to the 
disciplines of prayer, worship, and the study of God's Word. We pray that the Holy Spirit would 
reignite a passion and zeal within us, empowering us to live lives that glorify and honor God, to 
love him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  

May we heed this call with humility and obedience, that our love for God may burn brightly once 
again, shining as a beacon of hope and grace in a world desperately in need of his love. 
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Transfer In 
· Megan Flanagan 
Transfer Out 
· Grant Schroeder 

Baptism 
· Landon James Kakuk 
 

Motion to Approve the Membership Action Motion Carried 
 
Staff Minister Mr. Curia: 
Activities fiscal calendar, have an event every month. There is no Brat Fry scheduled for 
2025 and no car show scheduled for 2024. 
Renting chairs for Christmas at St Pauls is $1300, would we be better off owning our own 
chairs this cost is somewhere between $4500 - $6000 with the most expensive coming with 
carts. We will be looking into funding and also storage for this. 
Pastor Bode: 
Moms group meets on Wednesday mornings and they will be studying the book of Joshua. 
Had some new moms attend, they also attended the JAM event as well. 
Sunday School offerings for this semester will be given to Bethel Lutheran Church 
Hispanic / Anglo outreach in Menasha, WI. 
Pioneers will be starting a camping unit in February. The Pine car derby will be on Palm 
Sunday. 
Pastors will be participating in the Lent pulpit rotation with the other WELS churches in our 
Circuit. 
We are blessed to have all aide positions filled as of now. 
Pastor Mueller: 
Several Counseling items going on right now. There will be 2 MLC Students shadowing 
Pastor Mueller and Pastor Bode this weekend. 
God blessed 2023! 
January will be working on a theological paper due in April.  
Thankful for all the worship services, choir, instrumentalists, AV, decorators, volunteers for 
the past month! 

Current membership:  

Communicants =   674 
Children/Other =  164 
Total =                      838 

Chairman: Eric Eickhoff 
Vice President: Doug Mattek  
Recording Secretary: Eric Specht 
Treasurer: Jim Van Alstine  
Financial Secretary: Kevin Mueller  
Elder Chairman: David Wehrmann 
Elder: Will Belitz 

Evangelism: Brandon Lis 
Trustees: Tim Doro 
Activities: Luther Curia 
Principal Mike Wieting 
Pastor Adam Bode 
Staff Minister Luther Curia 

 The meeting was called to order by President Eric Eickhoff. 

 Pastor Bode opened the meeting with a devotion followed by prayer. 

 The Secretary’s minutes from the January 3, 2024 Council Meeting were approved. 
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Elder’s Report     
Presentation on safety awareness by Will B. and the committee. They have done a really great job 
with this. 
Communion help has been discussed due to having trouble getting enough councilmen to help at 
times. (Not everyone feels comfortable with this.) Recent council members who are willing will 
also be able to help. 
Principal’s Report  
Mrs. Panzer has accepted her full time call here at St. Paul’s to teach 4th Grade. 
Mr. Johnson is serving as intervention specialist and this position will not be funded next year. 
Options would be to continue to make part time calls or issue a full time call as Mr. Johnson is 
doing full time work. 
School Board Report  
Looking for approval to go from a 9 month tuition payment to a 10 month payment plan. 
Motion to change the 9 month payment plan to a 10 month payment plan with payments starting 
in August, Motion carried. 
Before or Aftercare to be reduced to 50% of the normal rate per hour if an aide has a child 
attending and they are helping. 
Motion to reduce the hourly after and before schoolcare would pay 50% of the full rate. Motion 
carried. This will begin for the 2024-2025 school year. 
 
Treasurer Report 
Financial Results to Budget                                                                                                                          
Revenue 
Offerings for the month of January (4 Sundays) totaled $70,400 (averaging $17,600 per week) 
down from December (5 Sundays & Christmas), which totaled $94,100 (averaging $18,800 per 
week and compared to last year January-2023 (4 Sundays) totaled $62,400. Year to date, offerings 
are running $37,100 under budget. Tuition on the other hand is running $26,200 over budget. 
Overall, expenses are close to budget so far this year. 
 
Special donations received in January were: 
• We received an additional $13,100 for Growing Forward. 
• $1,100 for the Memorial Fund 
• $750 for the School Fund 
· $700 for Faith for the Future. 
 
Expenses 

Church Expenses are $1,374 under budget. In January we changed to WELS VEBA for medical, 
life and disability insurance. While the premiums are higher than the former carrier, they are 
lower than if we had remained with that insurance company. By consolidating insurance with 
WELS VEBA, and discontinuing the separate Life and Disability insurance carrier, we should be 
very close to budget. 
School expenses are running $31,200 over budget due to more hours and higher wages for School 
Aides and extra Hot Lunch Helpers. We are seeing higher expenses for textbooks and supplies 
with the startup of school. The first three School Choice Audits were completed and billed so far 
this year resulting in higher cost than budget.  
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Property / shared expenses are running $24,300 under budget. With the added school space, 
custodian wages are running higher than budget. We are still seeing lower utility costs so far. 
Property & Casualty insurance are under budget When insurance charges for the building 
expansion were quoted, they are much lower than budgeted. 
 
Missions: Monthly payments to WELS and MLHS were made to budgeted amounts.  
 
The Total Expenses including interest are $23,600 under budget while revenue is $4.500 under 
budget resulting in a Net Result of ($61,300), compared to a planned ($79,700) loss. 
Building Expansion:  
At the end of December, outstanding pledges for Growing Forward stand at $183,400.  
A Principal payment of $60,000 was paid in January on our loan at Oostburg bank. The balance 
now is at $2,876,900. 

Trustee’s Report  
Organizing the storage rooms if anyone is in need of storage please contact the trustees. 
Will be closing off openings at the top of the block wall and also around the steel pillars in the 
Harvest Gym. Still looking for a backup custodian. Playground restoration is still on schedule for 
this summer.  

Evangelism Report  
Reviewing the New Member process to see what is working and what isn't. 
Living Nativity has contacted evangelism about doing some outreach together. 

Activities Report  
Had 17 in attendance for axe throwing, the next pi night is scheduled for March 14th. 
Community Easter Egg Hunt is planned for March 30th 

Officer’s Report   
The Long Range Planning committee will be focusing on 3-5 year outlook for our Ministry, 
School Ministry, Early Childhood, Administration, and our Facilities here at St Pauls. Will B. 
presented the Safety Preparedness Plan with the officers and will do so with the Board of Elders 
as well as the School Board. Thanks to everyone who attended the leadership 

WELS    
Nothing new to report (Same as the voters meeting report). 

MLHS 
· Click here for the Lancer Express, a weekly video update 
· Gearing up for School Choice vouchers for 2024-2025 
· The musical “Bye Bye Birdie” will be presented March 8-10 
· St. Paul’s federation delegates to MLHS are Pastor Mueller, Pastor Bode, Principal Michael 

Wieting, Jim Van Alstine, Will Belitz, Kevin Mueller, Mike Heilman, and Tom Sawall. 
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Old Business: 
None to Report. 
 
New Business:  
Corey Schroeder will head the Financial Stewardship Committee and approve a few names. 
Motion to appoint Corey Schoeder and approve the names for Corey to ask these men to help 
serve, Motion Carried 
 
Motion to appoint Nathan Kracht to advisor to Board of Elders for tech motion carried. 
Thank You to MIke Leahy for his service. 
 
Motion to approve Youth Group to Proceed with a few fundraising requests, motion carries. 
Amended motion to allow Mike Leahy announce these fundraisers (Lenten Dinner,Easter 
Breakfast and sell Kringle) to the congregation, Motion Carried. 
Tuition “Grandfather Clause” How will these families be Grandfathered? 
4 Families sister congregations 
11 Families outside of our congregation Non Wels 
Motion to extend the Grandfather Clause to those families who have children in our school until 
their students are no longer in attendance, motion carried. 
 
Amend the 2023 housing allowance. 
Motion to amend the 2023 housing allowance for Luther Curia, motion carried. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting, motion carried. 
 
Pastor Bode closed the meeting with Prayer 

 
Respectfully submitted by Eric Specht 
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Meeting was called to order by President Eickoff 

Devotion followed by Prayer By Pastor Mueller 

Reminder to the Eligible New Voters to sign the constitution. 

Motion to accept the minutes from the October Voters’ meeting, motion carried. 

Membership Actions Since October Voters’ Meeting 

Transfer In: 
1. Mike Berg 
2. Don & Judy Becker 
3. Bill Hammarstrom 
4.Chris Brey 

Transfer Out:  
1.Samuel Eickhoff 

Profession of Faith: 
1. Maren Romanoski 
2. Etta Romanoski 
3. Vicki Brown 
4. Kirby Post 
5. Joan Goetsch 
6.Sutter Dolan 

Baptism:  
1. Harper Gabsch 
2. Amelia Altman 
3.Bruce Wayne Tinker 

Death 
1. Dexter Porter 
2.Sharleen Mueller 

Adult Confirmation 
1. Josh Dolan 
2. Kelly Dolan 
 
Motion to accept the membership action, motion carried. 
 
Moment of silence for those who have fallen asleep.  
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Pastor Bode 
Ongoing worship planning. Pastors will be participating in the Wednesday Lent Worship 
service rotation with other Pastors in our circuit (Trinity, Kiel; Zion, Louis Corners; Good 
Shepherd, Plymouth; Calvary,Sheboygan; and St John/St Peter, Cleveland.)78 Enrolled  
In Sunday School. I have enjoyed visiting many of our new school families from our 
early childhood wing. Also serving a 6 year term until June 2024 on the Michigan Lutheran  
Seminary Governing Board representing the Northern Wisconsin District of the WELS. 

Pastor Mueller 
Working with Amanda Anhalt on several counseling items. Working with a group of  
People that will enhance our presence on Social Media and online. Working with our 
Long Range Planning Committee along with the Financial Stewardship Committee.   
Also writing a paper that will be presented in Mid April on Staffing our Schools and 
Early Childhood Ministries.  

Staff Minister Curia 
Working with Worship and Bible Studies along with Activities. We will have the Marriage  
Retreat here at St Pauls, encourage those who can to attend it will be fun!  
Activities are meetings to schedule events throughout the year. If there are any committee’s 
thinking about having an event please contact the Activities Committee. We will prioritize  
Ministry meetings over any other meeting. Have had on average 50 youth attend the Youth 
events. 

Officers 
The last 3-4 years our focus has been on our Building Project where we’ve been Blessed 
The Long Range Planning committee will be focusing on 3-5 year outlook for our Ministry, 
School Ministry, Early Childhood, Administration, and our Facilities here at St Pauls. 
Also assembling an Finance Stewardship Committee to provide our members with  
Materials, Bible Studies and workshops to assist them in making sound financial decisions. 
And also will lead any future capital campaigns to address congregational debt. 

Principal 
We are very blessed to have such a dedicated staff of called workers to work with 
our children here at St Pauls. Projected enrollment for next year is looking like 3-4K 
will meet the capped numbers. Pre Enrollment has begun for next year numbers are  
stable and continue to grow. There is always something happening in the new early 
childhood building. 

Elders 
Would like to Thank Mike Leahy and all the gentlemen who serve on Elders.They truly 
labor for the lost and do so for souls and the Lord’s glory with unquestioned dedication. 
Would like to encourage everyone to attend Bible Study. 
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School Board 
Filled the following calls this year. 

Principal and 7th & 8th grade teacher: Michael Wieting 
Early Childhood Director and 3K teacher: MeLissa Wieting 

4K teacher(1 year call): Emily Panzer 
2nd grade teacher: Deb Doletzky 

Principal Relief Teacher: Pastor Norv Kock 
Along with teacher aides in the early childhood classrooms everything seems to be  
going very well. 
Student caps have been set for the 2024/2025 school year. 3K at 18, 4K at 20 and Kindergarten 
at 20. The cost for educating at St Paul's Preschool is around $6600. 

New Tuition Rates are as follows 
  # of Days             Yearly Tuition 

  5 Days (Full)           $5000 
  5 Days (Half)          $2500 
  4 Days (Full)           $4000 
  4 Days (Half)          $2000 
  3 Days (Full)           $3000 
  3 Days (Half)          $1500 
  2 Days (Half)          $1000 

The Estimated cost to educate a student K-8 is $8200. The new tuition rates are as follows. 
Member Families of St Paul’s, Howards Grove 

$875 per child (1st and 2nd child) 
$425 per child (3rd child and each subsequent child) 

Sister congregation Families (Members at another WELS/ELS Church) 
1st Child $2600 
2nd Child $2500 
3rd Child $2400 

Family Cap $7000 
Non-WELS/ELS Families 

Please speak with the principal for more information. 
Before School Care, Wrap-around Care, After SchoolCare 
The cost to make use of these programs is $7.50 per hour or any part thereof. 
St Paul’s will continue to participate in School choice and SNSP programs. 
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Treasurer 
The financial results for calendar 2023 were presented. Offering revenue is running below 
budget but tuition and school choice revenue is above budget resulting in a $39K shortfall in 
revenue.Expenses were $23K below budget, Donations for WELS & MLHS were paid to the 
budget.School expenses were over budget with unbudgeted start up supplies for the pre-school 
and more aides needed for the higher enrollment. Church & property expenses were under 
budget. An additional $593K of Growing Forward donations were received in 2023 to bring the 
total received to $3.1 million. $207K of pledges were outstanding as of 12/31/23. Debt to the 
Oostburg bank was at $2.9 million. 
A recap of the Growing Forward funds and the building cost summary as well as the major 
equipment in the expansion was also presented. Building costs totaled $5.2 million and 
equipment was $220K. 
A thank you to the six fellow members that assist the treasurer with the financial records of 
the Church & School. 
Evangelism  
Updated member data in CCB. Focus this year was the Church Photo Directory  
30 volunteers helped with this thanks to all who were a part of this.  
New Member Partner Program to aid in integration of new members with the help of existing 
members.  
Trustees 
HVAC system had a large upgrade this year. The Narthex also received new carpet, 
furniture and custom built kiosk. A Big Thank You to all who helped with our annual projects 
Such as mulch,carpet cleaning,window cleaning, washing and waxing the gym floor and 
painting.Looking to add a back-up position for our custodians. Our custodians do an outstanding 
job however sometimes emergencies arise where they may need to miss a few days. This would 
be a paid position, if interested please contact a trustee. If anyone needs a key for something 
please contact Trevor Wehrmann or Erin Radue and they will get you the appropriate key. Please 
use the trustees email (trustees@stpaulshowardsgrove.org) for any building related issues. Also if 
anyone has any larger project ideas please contact the trustees. 
WELS Representative 
Mr. Kyle Eagan WELS Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer stats that WELS is in a very strong 
financial position as we enter the fiscal year 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 biennium. 
A 6 month Bible Study by Rev. Greg Lyon entitled “What if it’s true” This study will explore six 
scriptural truths and how they impact our lives in tangible ways. As an added bonus, Lyon will 
lead a live online bible study each month from January to June on the topic covered in the 
magazine, offering participants opportunities for discussion and questions. 
The first study on mankind being created in God’s image is at 7 p.m. Central Time, Jan 23rd 
Find out more and register at forwardinchhrist.net/online-study. 
History 
Larry Jaeger provided a container for the cornerstone materials, which include a Bible, 
Hymnal, Luther’s Catechism, 70 other items Both Pastors included a joint message. Pastor Bode 
and Pastor Mueller along with Chairman Eric Eickhoff and BCE Chairman Dan Radue 
attended the cornerstone ceremony on July 20th. There is a lot of history and neat 
information in the church library. Everyone is encouraged to stop in and take a look. 
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Pioneers 
Special Thanks to Mr Theobald and Mr Moyer for all your help. The fishing weekend was 
great. The kids finished a woodworking session by making pinewood cars. We have had a lot 
of fun playing board games, watching a movie and playing gym games. Our next session will 
be on camping and lessons on how to deal with camping gear which will conclude with a 
camping trip. Pioneers try to learn a  new skill. Anyone is free to stop in and visit with the 
pioneers. 

Youth Group  
Youth Night has been using the gym and the harvest room Which has worked out great for 
the event. These events are partially funded through Thrivent Action teams, but have also 
included funds in the budget. Last youth night Sam Eickhoff delivered the Keynote this was 
special as Sam had gone to school here and was a member. Have started planning for the 2024 
WELS International Youth Rally held in Fort Collins Colorado at the end of June. Anyone 8th -
12th Grade. 

No Old Business 

New Business 
· Extending permanent call to Emily Panzer 
· A motion was made to extend this call, motion carried. 

Election of Board/Committee Members (Members who have completed their current terms 
are listed in parentheses) 

· Vice President: Jeff Plass, Doug Mattek (Todd Marten) 
· Financial Secretary: Jim Eick, Joey Balge(Jim Eick) 
· Board of Elders: (Electing 2)Nathan Kracht, Larry Jaeger, Bill Reichardt, Andy Sprenger 

(Eric Vant Hul, Mike Austreng) 
· School Board: (Electing 2) Justin Radue, Fred Pahmeier, Chad Hemenway (Justin Radue) 
· Board of Trustees: (Electing 3)Trevor Wehrmann, Lee Eick, Jim Truttschel, Michael Berceau 

(Trevor Wehrmann, John Marten)   
· Evangelism: Brandon Lis, Mike Heilman (Lynn Litt) 
· Treasurer: Jim Van Alstine (Jim Van Alstine) 

Recess for counting ballots 
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Cemetery Report and Business 
The Well Slab has been repaired,and the trees along the road are removed due to the 
road getting repaired, and the cemetery sign due to the road. This sign will be put back  
up after the road is completed. Thanks to Dick Nack for all his work at the cemetery  
there have been a lot of comments about how nice the cemetery looks. 
New Business increasing fees 
Burial fee $500 for members and $600 for nonmembers, digging urns $300  
motion to raise the fees, motion carried. 
Motion to close the cemetery meeting, motion carried. 

The meeting was called back to order. 

We had a tie with the elders and had to have a revote. 
· Election of Board/Committee Members are as follows 
· Vice President: Doug Mattek  
· Financial Secretary: Jim Eick 
· Board of Elders:  Larry Jaeger and Andy Sprenger 
· School Board: Justin Radue and Fred Pahmeier, 
· Board of Trustees:Trevor Wehrmann, Lee Eick and Michael Berceau    
· Evangelism: Brandon Lis 
· Treasurer: Jim Van Alstine 
 
Motion to adjourn, motion carried. 

Pastor Mueller closed with the Apostolic Blessing. 

Respectfully submitted, Eric Specht 
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