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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

We want to extend a warm welcome to everyone
a ending this worship service! Especially to you who are
guests and visitors, WELCOME!
We at St. Paul’s Lutheran share a common belief in Jesus
as our Savior from sin and as the Lord of our lives. Our faith
is based on God’s Word, revealed in the Bible. We want to
share God’s Word with as many people as possible because
we know that Jesus lived, died and rose from death to save
us and all people. We’re happy to have the opportunity to
share the saving truths of the Bible with you!

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

LUTHER CURIA, STAFF MINISTER

Worship during these times: We oﬀer distanced seating on
one side of the sanctuary. We also encourage compliance for
all who are able to wear a face covering to honor God’s
ERIN RADUE, SECRETARY
representatives in our state government. Door handles and
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
pew backs are cleaned between Sunday services. Hand
920.565.3780 (church)
sanitizer is available in the narthex. All responses and songs
920.901.6167 (cell)
are printed in your bulletin, which should be taken with you
or discarded after worship. Oﬀerings may be placed in the
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL
designated boxes in the narthex.
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Communion is oﬀered in worship each month on the 2nd
441 Millersville Ave.
and 4th weekends. Members who are not yet comfortable
Howards Grove, WI 53083
returning to worship during the pandemic may schedule a
920.565.3780
communion appointment with a pastor.
www.stpaulshowardsgrove.org
DVDs: DVDs of our worship services can be made per
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a request. Please contact the oﬃce to make arrangements. In
Congregation in the Wisconsin order to ensure cleanliness, you do not need to return a DVD.
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Please consider a small monetary donation ($2) to cover the
cost of the DVD if you request one.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (The WELS) and was founded in
1862. We have our Lutheran elementary school (pre K-grade 8)
on site and are part of a federation of churches to support our
own high school, Manitowoc Lutheran High School.
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org

920.287.8575 (cell)
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
This Week’s Focus: The season of Epiphany is about Jesus shining on all people. Today we
begin an exciting time of opening our eyes to look at that light and all the opportunities we have
to share it with others in our community. Our congregation has been exploring expanded
ministry and come up with some great plans. In the coming weeks we’ll ask that the Lord grow
us through his Word in various areas so that his kingdom would continue to grow as well. May
he bless us in Growing Forward!

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Baptized into Your Name Most Holy | 294 v. 1, 2, 4

1 Baptized into your name most holy,
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and lowly,
Among your saints, your chosen host,
Buried with Christ and dead to sin.
Your Spirit now shall live within.
2 My loving Father, there you took me
To be henceforth your child and heir.
My faithful Savior, there you let me
The fruit of all your sorrows share.
O Holy Spirit, comfort me
When threat'ning clouds around I see.
4 All that I am and love most dearly Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely
And help me your own child to be!
Let nothing that I am or own
Serve any will but yours alone.
Please stand.
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INVOCATION
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Blessed are they whose sin the LORD does not hold against them and in
whose spirit is no deceit. Therefore, let us honestly confess our sins to
him, and ask for his forgiveness.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I confess the blindness of my eyes: I
haven’t been looking for the harvest! I admit the stubbornness of my
mind: The feast of doing your will often doesn’t taste good! My
comforts come easy. Bringing your gospel comfort to others stings my
sinful nature. For these and all my sins, Lord have mercy.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son
Jesus for the whole ﬁeld of sinners. Through the good news about Jesus
God brings in the harvest! Jesus paid your full price by the cross! On his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, you came with a hunger to do your Father’s will
by heralding his Word and harvesting people for eternal life. Nourished
by your salvation, give us eyes open to the ﬁelds around us and
appetites craving to work in them, for you reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Be seated.

[10:30] SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
4

Brielle Rose Pennings

FIRST LESSON

THE WORD

Acts 16:25-34

The fields in Philippi were ripe; the jailor's family believed the gospel and were baptized.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was
such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken.
At once all the prison doors ﬂew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27
The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”
29
The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and
Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?”
31
They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you
and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to
all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them
and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were
baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before
them; he was ﬁlled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and
his whole household.
25

SONG OF PRAISE

For the Cause

Led by Duet

Duet: For the cause of Christ the King we give our lives, an oﬀering ‘til all
the earth resounds with ceaseless praise to the Son. For the cause of Christ
we go with joy to reap, with faith to sow, as many see and many put their
trust in the Son.
Duet: Refrain: Christ we proclaim, the Name above ev’ry name: for all
creation, ev’ry nation, God’s salvation through the Son!
Duet: For the King once lifted high to cries of rage, of “Crucify!” endured
the cross as every sin was laid on the Son. To the King who conquered
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death, to free the poor and the oppressed, for lasting peace, for life and
liberty in the Son.
ALL: Refrain:

Duet: Let it be my life’s refrain: To live is Christ, to die is gain; deny myself,
take up my cross and follow the Son. Let it be my life’s refrain: To live is
Christ, to die is gain; deny myself, take up my cross and follow the Son.
ALL: Refrain Sung Twice
Please stand.

GOSPEL

John 4:34-38
The fields are ripe for harvest. Let us grow in our hunger to work in the fields.

“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to
ﬁnish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until
harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the ﬁelds! They are ripe for
harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop
for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37
Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap
what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you
have reaped the beneﬁts of their labor.”
34
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Rise, O Light of Gentile Nations | 577 v. 1, 2

1 Rise, O Light of Gentile nations,
Jesus, bright and Morning Star;
Let your Word, the gladsome tidings,
Ring out loudly near and far,
Bringing freedom to the captives,
Peace and comfort to the slave,
That the heathen, free from bondage,
May proclaim your pow’r to save.
2 Knowing you and your salvation,
Grateful love dare never cease
To proclaim your tender mercies,
Gracious Lord, your heav’nly peace.
Let us sound the gospel tidings
To the earth’s remotest bound
That the sinner has been pardoned
And forgiveness can be found.

SERMON

John 4:34-38

St. Paul’s Is Growing Forward
Feasting with Jesus * Seeing like Jesus * Serving Jesus

Please stand.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
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seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally bego en of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
bego en, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius Pilate.
He suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and gloriﬁed,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING

Online giving options available

In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus,
we bring to him a generous portion of all we have received from
him. Oﬀerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the
designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in,
dropped oﬀ in the oﬃce, or given online.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his
redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his
death until he returns.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

Be seated.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: St. Paul’s invites up to Communion instructed
and conﬁrmed members of this congregation and the Wisconsin Synod (WELS). If you are
visiting us and are not a member of either, we would love to have you join us - just after we
have established a shared faith in Jesus with you on the basis of God’s Word. Please speak with
one of our pastors after the service so we can make this happen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness | 311

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness;
Leave behind all gloom and sadness.
Come into the daylight's splendor;
There with joy your praises render
10

Unto him whose grace unbounded
Has this wondrous supper founded.
Though he reigns above most holy,
Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.
3 He who craves a precious treasure
Neither cost nor pain will measure,
But the priceless gifts of heaven
God to us has freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proﬀered,
Naught would buy the gifts here oﬀered:
Christ's true body, for you riven,
And his blood, for you once given.
5 Human reason, though it ponders,
Cannot fathom these great wonders,
That Christ's body must be boundless
Since the souls it feeds are countless,
And that he his blood is giving
With the wine we are receiving.
These great mysteries unsounded
Are by God alone expounded.
6 Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You have left your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bi er anguish,
To forgo all joy and gladness
And to shed your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise you with thanksgiving.
7 Jesus, Sun of life, my Splendor,
Jesus, Friend of friends most tender,
Jesus, Joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring At your feet I cry, my Maker:
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Let me be a ﬁt partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven
For our good, your glory, given.
8 Jesus, Lord of life, I pray you,
Let me gladly here obey you.
By your love I am invited;
Be your love with love requited.
By this supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love's treasure.
Through the gift of grace you give me
As your guest in heav'n receive me.
Please stand.

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised
you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the
coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who
have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

Lord of the Living Harvest | 559 v. 1

1 Lord of the living harvest That ripens o'er the plain,
Where angels soon will gather Their sheaves of golden grain,
Accept our hands to labor, Our hearts to trust and love,
And be with us to hasten Your kingdom from above.
Be seated.

SPECIAL MUSIC COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
FOR THE CAUSE:
Words & Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Stuart Townend, © 2016 Getty Music Publishing &
Townend Songs. Reprinted with permission under CCLI LICENSE #CSPL155743. All rights reserved.
HYMNS 294, 311, & 559:
Words: Public domain.
HYMN 577:
Words: The Lutheran Hymnal, © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-722076. All rights reserved.
SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT:
Contributors: Kurt J. Eggert, Kermit G. Moldenhauer, David Schack & Northwestern Publishing
House, © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-722076. All rights reserved.

SERVING WITH HEARTS OF LOVE
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Adam Bode
PREACHER: Rev. Aaron Mueller
ORGANIST: Dawn Johnson
ALTAR GUILD: Bonnie Baumann, Karen Beining, Linda Verfuerth
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Allen Kraemer, Trever Athorp, Ray Price, Dan Goetsch, James Bilgo;
10:30 a.m. - Alan Kuether, Terry Roehrborn, Richard Kuether, Jeremy Nesemann, Aiden Dailey
OFFERINGS: 12/31, 01/03, 01/04 - $26,720. SPECIAL OFFERING FOR EVANGELISM & OUTREACH $10,540.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE: NEW YEARS EVE - 74. 01/03: 8:00 A.M. SERVICE - 141,
10:30 A.M. SERVICE - N/A. 1/04 MONDAY EVENING - 23.

IN OUR PRAYERS…
1. Brielle Pennings who will be baptized in late service on Sunday.
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Weekly Announcements
1. Office hours are Monday-Friday 7:15 - 4:00. You can reach Erin at
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org.
2. Mr. Marohn, our Principal, received a divine call to be the principal at Emanuel in
Tempe, AZ. Please keep him, the Marohn family, and God’s kingdom in your prayers
as he deliberates.
3. New Sunday Bible Study! The book we are starting is Zechariah, a great spiritual
encouragement to God’s people for remembering him. The study starts at 9:25 in the
gym. There is no live stream for this study. Handouts are available by contacting
Pastor Mueller.

4. Parenting Bible Study: Join us Tuesday evenings, January 5-February 2 from
6:30-7:30 for a parenting Bible study entitled "Living Christian Values in the Home".
Don’t worry if you didn’t make the first study; come when you can. The class is
geared towards helping parents serve the Lord better as we struggle with challenges
that arise in our homes. As parents live out these values in our homes, we instill these
values in our children.
The study covers the following five lessons:
● Developing a Sense of Mission
● Teaching Our Children Contentment
● Teaching Our Children to Have Compassion
● Teaching Our Children About Honesty
● Teaching Our Children About Responsibility
Babysitting will be provided (by students 7th grade and older). Contact Luther Curia
with any questions. 920.287.8575; luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
5. Grow in the basics! Starting January 10 a basic Bible course will be offered Sunday
afternoons from 1:30 - 3:30 pm. Babysitting will be offered. The course is an 8 week
course to refresh in God’s Word or learn what he says and join as a member of our
congregation. The course is free. Contact Pastor Mueller if interested: 920.203.2316.
This will likely be a larger group of 20 people. Please confirm attendance ahead of
time so materials may be ready for you at class time.
6. Hymns for Her - Beginning January 13 at the beginning of the school day, on the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, we’ll have a 20 minute moms study in the
narthex looking at hymns from different seasons of the Church Year, who wrote
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them, and how God uses them to bring his encouraging truth to us still today. We’ll
start as close to 8:00 am as possible.
7. Financial Class - We started our journey to financial peace this past week. But it is
still possible to join us on Thursdays at 6:30 pm as we seek to manage the LORD’s
money to his glory. The $130 cost (per participant or couple), will quickly pay for
itself when following the practical plan laid out in the class. Speak with Pastor Bode
or go to fpu.com/1129440 for more information. Childcare now being offered!
8. The Growing Forward Capital Campaign kicks off this week as we start hosting
Cottage Meetings (that’s just a term for a small group meeting). Every member is
encouraged to attend one of these small group cottage meetings where you will learn
more about St. Paul’s exciting ministry expansion opportunities. Below is the list of
upcoming meetings to choose from.
Sun. Jan. 10th 11:45 (after Church)
Sun. Jan 24th 9:30 (Sun Bible
Study)
Mon. Jan 11th 7:00 (after Church)
Sun. Feb 7th 11:45 (after Church)
Wed. Jan 13th 8:45 (Wed. Bible Study)
Mon. Feb 8th (after Church)
Tues. Jan 19th 6:30 p.m.
Tues. Feb. 16th 6:30 (PTF Meeting)
Thurs. Jan 21st 6:30 p.m.
Virtual - Wed. Jan 20th or Feb 18th @ 6:30
Personal Visit (at home or church)
The small group cottage meetings will be held in one of the classrooms and will run
approximately 1 hour. You can sign up electronically through links sent in Capital
Campaign email updates or members of the Capital Campaign are available to assist
you with signing up following today’s services.
9. Sunday School Planning: This semester we have Sunday School with a class for
1-2nd graders, 3-4th graders, and 5-6th graders. 7th-8th graders are encouraged to
join the teens from January 3-24. We are not able to have the little ones in PreK or K
in class this semester due to COVID mitigation procedures. We do offer remote
Sunday School for PreK and K. For an idea of what this is, check this link. To
register for remote Sunday School, please speak with Pastor Bode. For further
inquiries into our Sunday School program, please speak directly with Pastors Mueller
or Bode.
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10. Youth Group Bible Study – In January the Youth Group will start up a 4-week
Bible Study series called Dear Future Self. During this study we will dive into God’s
Word looking at topics from relationships, our perspective on life and our
reputations. We will meet in-person, during Family Bible Hour starting on Sunday
January 3rd and meet weekly through January 24th. Due to reduced Sunday School
size this current year, we will open this study up to 7th graders through seniors in high
school. The study is geared more towards a high school aged audience, but we want
to give our 7th & 8th graders an opportunity to join in. We will meet in the 5th & 6th
grade classroom. For any questions, contact Mike Leahy – mleahy@live.com.

11. St. Paul's will be holding Open Houses and Registration Days for our 4-year old
preschool, and 5 year old kindergarten:
Friday, January 22nd - 4pm to 7pm
Saturday, January 23rd - 9am - noon.
If you know someone who may be interested in enrolling for the 2021-2022 school
year - ENROLLMENT IS CURRENTLY OPEN! We anticipate full classrooms for
both Preschool and Kindergarten. Early registration is encouraged! The link(s) to
register can be found on our website or in the announcements sent out via email on
Friday. You can also contact the office to register. Thank you.
12. Did You Know? As we are kicking off our Growing Forward campaign to pursue
debt reduction and an early childhood addition, take some time to look through other
exciting building projects that our St. Paul’s forefathers have undertaken. You can read
about the old church buildings and also the 2002/2003 church and school building
project which brought us to Howards Grove. All can be found in the church library!
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